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To: All Media

From: Robin Hice, Marketing Coordinator, rhice@harbinclinc.com

Date: July 28, 2009
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Dr. Jeffery S. Peller Speaks to State Officials about Clinical Research at Harbin Clinic
Dr. Jeffery S. Peller, Harbin Clinic Rheumatologist, recently spoke to state officials about Harbin’s clinical research and its significance to patients and physicians.  He emphasized the role Harbin Clinic plays in participating in clinical trials. Presently, the clinic has 11 ongoing pharmaceutical, device and registry studies in which approximately 420 patient subjects participate.  These are in the areas of osteoarthritis, rheumatoid arthritis, gout, recurrent ovarian cancer, cardiology devices, breast implants and acute coronary syndrome.  
Dr. Peller has been involved in 40 clinical trials in his 24 years of practice since joining Harbin Clinic in 1985. He devoted one full year to pure research before joining Harbin.

Officials attending the session were Stacy W. Shuker, Ph.D., Director of Georgia Center of Innovation for Life Sciences, Mary Waters, International Trade Specialist, with the Georgia Department of Economic Development, and Sarah Seckman, Director of Economic Development with Greater Rome Chamber of Commerce.   

The Georgia Center of Innovation for Life Sciences provides strong leadership and guidance by driving innovations into the marketplace. The center’s pro-business environment for the life sciences industry creates many opportunities for innovations to experience growth and develop solid business financials, according to their web site.

Dr. Peller explained to the group that research efforts at Harbin Clinic formally began in 1997 with the establishment of the Clinical Research Department.  While that model has undergone changes, Dr. Peller said that Harbin is fortunate to have a core group of very involved, well trained physicians and research staff members.  
Dr. Peller said, “Since 1997 Harbin Clinic physician investigators have directed more than 150 studies at our site. We have had the opportunity to work with over 50 sponsor companies, 11 universities and government agencies, 27 clinical research organizations/site management organizations and 17 Institutional Review Boards.”

One Harbin Clinic physician investigators (Dr. Billy Chacko of Internal Medicine) is certified as a Clinical Physician Investigator by the Association of Clinical Research Professionals. In addition, three of Harbin’s four full time staff members have met the requirements for certification by their respective organizations.  Two are Certified Clinical Research Coordinators with the Association of Clinical Research Professionals and one is a Certified Clinical Research Professional with the Society of Clinical Research Associates.  

Dr. Peller told the guests that, over the past four years; Harbin has provided research opportunities to over 600 patients here at Harbin Clinic.  These 600 patients have been enrolled in over 30 studies covering the following specialty areas or disease types:  oncology, cardiology, rheumatology, urology, plastic surgery, migraine, stroke, diabetes, gout, hypertension and depression.
Dr. Peller explained to the group that while a particular study may or may not improve the health of the participating patient, valuable information is gained about the condition, overall, which likely will benefit others in the future.  Current participants, however, do benefit by receiving all study related visits, tests and medicines at no cost.
Wendy Pitts, Director of Clinical Services at Harbin Clinic, stated the purpose for the presentation was to inform the state about Harbin Clinic’s research and the importance of clinical research.  Dr. Peller said that from a physician standpoint research is important because it helps doctors stay current and informed on new treatment plans, which is exceedingly valuable for the patient to have treatment options.

Last year, Peller reported to the guests, Harbin Clinic became the first non-hospital facility allowed to join the Atlanta Regional Cooperative Clinical Oncology Program.  As part of this group, the medical and radiation oncologists have access to approximately 45 protocols from groups around the country as well as the National Cancer Institute.  
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Pictured left to right are Stacy W. Shuker, Ph.D., Director of Georgia Center of Innovation for Life Sciences, Dr. Peller, and  Mary Waters, International Trade Specialist, with the Georgia Department of Economic Development.
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